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	Coe-brown Northwood academy Sophomore Laura Corlin is embarking on a massive musical project to benefit patients at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital in Memphis. (Courtesy photo)


	Raising her voice: Local teen lends her pipes to patients at St. Jude hospital

By KATY KRAMER  Showcase Correspondent

When Laura Corlin — a sophomore at Coe-Brown Northwood Academy — was 12, she curled up next to her comatose grandfather at his home in Burlington, Mass., and sang to him. 

Charles Kennedy had not moved or responded to anyone recently, not to his daughter, Pat Corlin — Laura’s mother — or any of the other members of his extended family who came to visit. None of them were sure that even Laura’s evocative singing would reach someone in the last stages of prostate cancer. But Laura loved to perform, had taken voice lessons from an early age and knew how to reach her audience. 

"Toward the end," said her mother, Pat, "Laura would sing to him — especially ‘Angel’ by Sarah McLachlan." During one of these respites, Kennedy blinked and squeezed Laura’s hand. 

"I felt I’d actually touched him," Laura said in a recent interview, "especially when we thought none of us ever would." 

In turn, her grandfather, at age 74, inspired Laura. This summer, three years after her grandfather’s death, Laura, her mother and older sister, Meagan, will travel to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital in Memphis lugging several hundred compact discs with them, ones Laura and her singing teacher, Scott Richardson, independently produced and recorded. Laura will have them distributed to young St. Jude patients so they can to listen to the CD during treatments and hospital stays. And, Laura said, help in some small way to ease their pain.  "I never wanted anyone to suffer like (my grandfather) did," Laura said.

Bringing comfort through song is something Laura can achieve easily. She has been performing since she was 6 when she sang all five verses of "Twinkle Twinkle Little Star" at the National New England Pageant in Worcester, Mass. 

"I did not win the competition," Laura said, "but that was OK because I was first runner-up, and I did win the talent competition, so I got to bring home a trophy and a crown. At 6 years old, that was a pretty fun thing!" Since then, she has appeared locally in productions at the Seacoast Repertory Theater,  Leddy Center, Firehouse Theater, Little Lakeside Players, and this winter in Coe-Brown’s "Footloose," playing a lead, Ariel. 

In addition, Laura continues to win pageants. Through these competitions, Laura established links to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital when pageant participants were invited to provide personal service to the children there. In addition to networking, when the pageant has a talent component, Laura gets to practice new skills. "Because there’s a judges panel, it’s a great way for me to get feedback and constructive criticism on my work, especially if I am trying out a new performance number or a different style of music," she said. 

"Laura has a really good ear for music," said Richardson, Laura’s voice teacher for the past two years, "and knows when it’s not working and can self-correct. She’s highly refined in that sense. Laura is unbelievably focused for her age," he said. "Focused and organized. An awesome kid."

Laura’s desire is as strong as her talent. 

"I’ve been performing since the age of 6," she said, "and I haven’t stopped. One of my greatest passions is sharing my talents with people … It’s this rush of excitement and a bit of nervousness, but complete happiness when I’m on the stage."

"Laura is someone who truly loves music, all kinds of music and that is rare for someone her age," Richardson said. In the last few months, he and Laura have tried out many different children’s songs for the CD. Richardson arranges and Laura sings. When they find something that works, they record it, either during her weekly, one-hour lessons or after a few days of tweaking and tinkering.  "I literally teach in my studio," Richardson said. "There I have access to synthesizers and high-tech equipment.”

"Last month we did a medley of three songs: ‘Do Re Mi,’ the ABC song and ‘One Little, Two Little, Three Little Indians,’" Richardson said. "We wove classical, jazz and country in and out of the songs, exposing kids to different kinds of music."

The compilation of 10 children’s favorites also includes "Puff the Magic Dragon," "Rainbow Connection," "When You Wish Upon a Star," John Denver’s "Grandma’s Feather Bed" and a reprise of "Twinkle Twinkle Little Star." The CD, called "The Difference Music Makes," is scheduled for an April 5 release. With help from her father and the rest of her high-energy family, Laura’s vision is being realized. 

In addition to making CDs and taking them to Memphis, Laura will be selling them locally to raise additional money for the hospital. She has already secured a few selling locations: Jumpgate in Portsmouth and Somersworth and Under the Umbrella Tree in Barrington have ordered several CDs to sell. 

Laura has also invited other artists to donate their own performance CDs. Ed Gerhard of Virtue Records is contributing 50 of his CDs for Laura to take to St. Jude. Laura also hopes to provide music for older patients and is looking for a corporate sponsor to help finance personal CD players. 

Richard Shadyack, the national executive director of ALFAC, the hospital’s independent fund-raising arm, responded to news about Laura’s projects. "We are so proud and privileged to have young people like this across the country caring about the children of St. Jude," he said. 

Unwittingly, during the last days of his life, Charles Kennedy offered Laura a way to share her talents and help the seriously ill. One can’t help thinking he would have been proud of his granddaughter. Like the famous star in "Twinkle Twinkle Little Star," Kennedy illuminated the path forward for Laura, and now she is following it to brighten the lives of others with life-threatening illnesses:

When the blazing sun is gone
When he nothing shines upon,
Then you show your little light
Twinkle Twinkle all the night
Then the traveler in the dark 
Thanks you for the tiny spark.
He could not see which way to go
If you did not twinkle so.
Twinkle, twinkle little star
How I wonder what you are.

For more information about "The Difference Music Makes," send an e-mail to starmightfoundation@hotmail.com or call 664-9983. 


